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shore. After the servant had carried up the baggage, "fae brought
two of the latest London magazines and laid on the table, I
ordered him to call a barber, furnish me with a bowl of water for
washing, and to have tea on the table by the time 1 was dressed?*
George Mason, who was used to more comfortable quarters on
his Virginia plantation, thought well of the Indian Queen. He
and his son John, he wrote on May 20, were 'Very well accom-
modated, have a good room to ourselves, and are charged only
twenty-five shillings Pennsylvania currency per day, including
our servants and horses/' not liquor and extra charges. By the
27th, however, Mason had begun "to grow heartily tired of the
etiquette and nonsense so fashionable in this city* It would take
me some months to make myself master of them, and that it
should require months to learn what is not worth remembering
as many minutes, is to me so discouraging a circumstance as
determines me to give myself no manner of trouble about them/"
Other delegates from the country or smaller towns felt the same
way, Philadelphia had less than 30,000 inhabitants, excluding the
suburbs, but it was the largest city in the United States, and the
capital so far as there was one. A kind of official society had
grown up, more fashionable and formal than the Quakerly society
of the days before the Revolution. Even Washington, who lived
handsomely at Mount Veraon, commented on the "great splen-
dor" in which he dined at William Bingham's on May 21.
Philadelphia was proudly aware that month of its position in
American affairs. The "collective wisdom of the Continent/* ac-
cording to the Pennsylvania Herald, had met there to deliberate
"upon the extensive politics of Ae confederated empire/* Th©
Society of the Cincinnati, *those veterans whose valour estab-
lished a mighty revolution/' were "once more assembled to
recognize their fellowship in arms and to communicate to their
distressed brethren the blessings of peace.** The Presbyterian
Synods of New York and Pennsylvania also were meeting in the
city, to "clear and distribute the streams of religion through the
American world," as the tenrmjlvania Journal put it,
Outside of Virginia, probably no other state had given more
thought than Pennsylvania to the ineffectiveness of the central
government under the Articles of Confederation, There were
former loyalists in Philadelphia who remembered peaceful days
tinder the British Crown and wished, privately, for the establish*

